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Grand Duchess Maria Maddalena being also anxious to visit
her bi other the Emperoi, in order to see whether he could not
absist to prevent the Pope fiom seizing Urbino when its
Duke should die, accompanied by her sons Mattias and Fran-
cesco on this journey. Unfortunately, however, she fall ill
on the \\ay, and died at Passau in November, her body being
brought back to Florence by her two sons, and buried in San
Lorenzo 11

And so passes away another of this family who deserves
an honourable recoid. As a young wife Maria Maddalena,
high bom, virtuous, sensible, and charming in character and
manners, had come to Floience bunging brightness, joy, and
animation with her, had helped to keep the life of the couit
free from scandals, and with her accomplished sisters-in-law
had made the Grand Ducal palacs and her villa of Pofsgio
Impcnale centres of joyous social amusement and relaxation.
When her husband's health failed she had proved herself an
efficient helpmeet to him, bearing alone the burden of the
court entertainments which he wished still to be kept up,
showing herself able to give him helpful advice, and in every
way smoothing his life as an invalid. Lastly, when he died
and she was bft as Regent of the countiy and at the same
time a }-oung mother with a large family of small children,
she showed herself gifted with sound sense and courage in the
manner she brought them up despite the narrow-minded tend-
encies by which she was surrounded. And however much she
may have been wanting in administrative and financial abil-
ity, she deserves high praise for this other portion of her work.
Every one of her five sons showed in their after lives the
effects of a good bringing up and of a large-minded tolerant
spiiit learnt in their early years; and while her son Fran-
cesco died too soon to evince any special ability, her other
four sons all made themselves greatly distinguished not only
by their good qualities of character but also by their high
attainments. Her daughter Maria Cristina died at twenty-
two, but her other two daughters, Margherita and Anna,